
pen by God’s grace. Please 

be in prayer as we begin this 

exciting adventure. My vi-

sion at this time is to make 

this yet unnamed organiza-

tion another ministry of 

Believe In West Virginia. I 

will do my best to keep you 

advised regarding the pro-

gress.  Read more in the 

Business Leaders Gather-

ing article on page 2. 

We continue to struggle 

financially. If you are lead 

to assist in that area, any 

amount will be appreciated 

and used to advance the 

Kingdom.  

Believe in West Virginia 

continues to pursue the goal 

of being a catalyst for 

change in the state of West 

Virginia. Our desire is to 

influence and impact all 

areas of life in West Virginia 

including socially, politi-

cally, economically and 

spiritually. Our Storehouse 

WV project and the Youth 

Encouragers Network have 

certainly been positive steps 

to that end. I invite you to 

read more about these en-

deavors in other parts of 

this newsletter. 

My primary passion for 

several years has been to 

create a network of Chris-

tian business people who 

share my dream of taking 

Christ into the marketplace. 

CHURCH really does not 

end at 12 noon on Sunday 

when we leave “the sanctu-

ary”. Marketplace minis-

tries are springing up all 

over the world. I believe the 

time is right now through 

the leading of the Holy 

Spirit to bring together a 

group of believers in our 

state to make this dream a 

reality. On November 18 we 

took steps to make this hap-

President’s Letter by C. Edward Gaunch 

NIP Tax Credits – Time is Running Short  

We have been BLESSED 
by the state again this 
year!  Believe in West 
Virginia has been given 
State Tax Credits, 
through the Neighbor-
hood Investment Pro-
gram (NIP). These can be 
shared with those who 
want to support the work 
of Storehouse West Vir-
ginia TM in a substantial 
way, but time is of the 
essence.   

NIP credits are issued to 
supporters who give a 
one-time minimum gift of 

$500.  The credit amount 
is equal to half of the con-
tribution.  This means 
that a $1,000 contribu-
tion would receive a $500 
West Virginia State 
Tax Credit, in addition 
to the Federal deduction 
that would be available.   

This year we received 
more credits than last 
year.  This is GREAT 
news because it allows us 
to further shore up our 
program while helping 
our donors.  Unfortu-
nately, we have not yet 

been able to issue all our 
credits and we need to 
have a substantial num-
ber issued by March 11 
or we face losing some of 
these credits.  

If you would be interested 
in making a qualifying 
donation, between now 
and June 30, 2009, 
please contact the Execu-
tive Director before 
March 11.  As you will see 
in the newsletter the 
Storehouse is having a 
great year, but we really 
need your help.  

Believe In West Virginia 
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The 79th Legislature began 

on February 11, 2009 and 

since then over 1,000 bills 

have been introduced with 

many more to come.  As a 

concerned citizen how will 

you keep track of the bills 

that will limit your religious 

freedom, or those that will 

make it harder for a busi-

ness to operate in WV, or 

for those that will lead our 

state in a direction that con-

trary to your values. 

We believe that Christians, 

in addition to praying for 

our leaders, should keep 

informed about the work of 

their government offi-

cials.  Years ago the 

"Church" was asleep when 

legislators and judges took 

the Ten Commandments 

and prayer from the public 

schools and when abortion 

was legalized.  What might 

have happened if the 

"Church" would have ex-

pressed their dismay as 

these things were happen-

ing?  

The Board of BiWV has 

formed a sub-committee to 

discuss and evaluate what is 

going on during the Legisla-

tive session.  In addition to 

our Board members we 

have invited several others 

with experience in the proc-

ess to help us lay out a 

Christ Centered game plan.  

We have once again asked 

Heritage Communication’s 

John Carey to provide us 

with updates which we will 

forward to those on our E-

mail Distribution List. 

It is difficult for anyone to 

keep up with the Legislature 

on their own, if you want to 

know what we find out send 

your email address to legis-

lativeupdates@believeinwv.

org and ask to be added to 

our Legislative Updates 

email blasts, or check the 

box on the enclosed reply 

card. 

Legislative Alerts 

to pray together, to 

encourage each other, 

to minister to each 

other, to plan events, 

and to become better 

equipped as leaders 

and believers.  Once 

this chapter is estab-

lished the desire is to 

see this spread to every 

county in the state.  The 

hope for each member is 

that they will become en-

gaged individually and col-

lectively in the marketplace 

as influencers and minis-

ters.  The eventual goal will 

be to organize an annual 

statewide leadership confer-

ence. 

As a result of the luncheon a 

group of six agreed to form a 

steering committee to lay out 

the plan for bringing this 

vision to life.  This group has 

met several times and is 

working toward hosting a 

conference sometime in late 

spring 2009. Although the 

name for the group is not 

settled the working name is 

the “Joseph Project”.   If you 

want to be kept informed 

about the Joseph Project 

please check the box on the 

enclosed reply form.  

Christian Business Leaders Gathering 

On Tuesday November 18 

about fifty people gathered 

at Edgewood Country Club 

in Charleston for the launch 

of a new Believe in West 

Virginia ministry project.   

BiWV Chairman C. Edward 

Gaunch hosted the lunch-

eon and explained to those 

business leaders in atten-

dance his vision, which he 

explained this way: 

To establish a network of 

believers throughout the 

state who are equipped and 

willing to take Jesus into 

the marketplace and 

"contend for the faith." 

Starting with Kanawha 

County the goal will be for 

this group to meet regularly 

Chairman Gaunch  

at Luncheon 
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Board of Directors 

C. Edward Gaunch 

President 

Rev. Jack Henry 

Vice President and Founder 

Sam Sommerville 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Joey Holland 

Rev. Jack Maxwell 

Rev. Ron Thaxton 

Scott Barnette 

Gen. Joseph Skaff 

Greg Thomas 

If you did not receive 

email updates from 

BiWV earlier this year, 

please provide the 

Executive Director 

with your email ad-

dress, so that you can 

be added to the list.  

mailto:legislativeupdates@believeinwv.org
mailto:legislativeupdates@believeinwv.org
mailto:legislativeupdates@believeinwv.org
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As we dive into 2009, BIWV 

is actively engaging in our 

existing and new ministry 

programs.  Here are a few of 

the highlights from 2008 

and plans for 2009. 

Promise Keepers came to 

Charleston in September of 

last year.  Part of my work 

with the local organizing 

committee had me recruit-

ing some of the 250 people  

who willingly served.  They 

helped to impact our city, 

state, and region through 

this ministry.  I am very 

grateful to all the volunteers 

who answered the call to 

help.  My activities also al-

lowed me many opportuni-

ties to share with people 

about the work of BIWV. 

Storehouse WV continues to 

meet needs through the 

sharing of products with 

many non-profit organiza-

tions.  We have received a 

number of new building 

materials along with other 

personal care items.  Al-

though our finances are 

often very tight the Lord has 

provided help from a num-

ber of sources.  I am sin-

cerely grateful to all those 

who have supported our 

work at the Storehouse.  

Please take a look at the 

article on page 5 for more 

details.   

The Silver Ring Thing team 

came to Parkersburg in Sep-

tember and Beckley and 

Summersville in January.  

These events were put on by  

local groups, but I offered 

some of my insights and 

worked at the shows as the 

team shared with area stu-

dents.  Learn more about 

these visits on pages 3 & 4. 

We will again be sending 

out our Legislative Alerts 

emails keeping you aware of 

decisions that could affect 

our faith and the ability of 

business to survive and 

thrive in WV. 

A new BIWV ministry pro-

ject, to draw Christian Busi-

ness people together, was 

unveiled in November.  A 

group is meeting regularly 

to plan the first event.  You 

can learn more by reading 

the article on page 2. 

Finally, let me say how 

pleased we are that we were 

awarded WV State Tax 

credits again this year.  The 

donations that came in as a 

result of last year’s credits 

helped a great deal. Thank 

you to all who gave!   

Parkersburg, WV. The plan 

for the day’s events in-

cluded doing two school 

assemblies in addition to 

the evening performance. 

Having setup the night be-

fore, the team arrived at 

Parkersburg High School at 

9:30 AM on Tuesday, 

9/23/08 for an assembly for 

all of the freshmen and 

sophomores.  Later in the 

afternoon they put on a 

second secular show for the 

junior and senior classes.  

Assuming that most every-

one attended, almost 1,300  

heard the message about 

abstinence and were invited 

One of the goals of WV 

Youth Encouragers Net-

work is to bring youth lead-

ers together, city by city, 

across the state.  A second 

focus is to bring large 

events like the Silver Ring 

Thing to all parts of the 

State.  So we were very ex-

cited as we heard about 

what was happening in  

Parkersburg, WV. 

With encouragement from a 

local youth pastor, a group 

of about 15 youth leaders 

from a number congrega-

tions and denominations 

came together to bring the 

Silver Ring Thing back to 

to come back that evening 

for even more fun. 

Just over 500 attended that 

evening, including students 

from other area schools, 

and their parents.  The pro-

gram contained different 

skits and videos about the 

medical and emotional 

benefits of abstinence.  The 

organization’s founder, 

Denny Pattyn, then shared 

with the group about the 

spiritual power available to 

help them.  When he invited 

them to meet the Savior, 49 

responded.  Almost 200 

chose to show their com-

mitment to abstinence by 

purchasing Silver Rings. 

Executive Director’s Letter 

WV Youth Encouragers Update 

BiWV Mission Statement 

“Believe in West Virginia 

Leadership Foundation 

is a Christ centered 

catalyst helping to 

transform the economic, 

political, social and 

spiritual environment of 

West Virginia, thereby 

communicating hope 

and a brighter future for 

all.” 

Executive Director 

John deBlecourt 

Students who  

accepted Christ at 

PHS in September 

Please see the related article 
on page 4 about other shows.  



As the doors opened 

late Friday after-

noon, September 12, 

men began to stream 

into the Charleston 

Civic Center for 

Promise Keepers 

2008.  Over 3,000 

men, some with their 

sons in tow, attended this 

powerful gathering.  During 

the conference the men 

spent time in prayer, wor-

shipping, laughing, and 

listening to speakers who 

worked to “Equip Men for 

Battle”.  The messages fo-

cused on “The Battle for 

Eternity, Truth, Godliness, 

Freedom, Priorities, and 

Influence”.  Each of the six 

speakers focused on one of 

these topics.  It was obvious 

that the messages had an 

impact because between 

Friday night and Saturday 

about 200 came forward to 

dedicate or recommit their 

lives to Christ. 

Members of the BiWV 

Board staffed the Believe in 

West Virginia Booth that 

was set up at the Confer-

ence.  We had the opportu-

nity to connect with friends 

and to introduce others to 

the work and goals of our 

organization.   

Prior to the conference 

BiWV partnered with Union 

Mission and the local PK 

organizing group to host the 

first “PK Day of Action”.  On 

July 19 over thirty men 

spread out around the Ka-

nawha Valley to repair peo-

ple’s homes and participate 

in other service projects.  

One of those projects was to 

work on a Habitat home in 

North Charleston, which 

was recently completed.    

Additionally, we replaced a 

porch floor, a kitchen ceil-

ing, an exterior stair hand-

rail, cut grass, worked on a 

church construction project, 

and helped clean up a home 

about to be renovated.  Our 

goal is to see this become an 

annual event. 

BiWV Executive Director, 

John deBlecourt, was in-

vited to speak to a group of 

150 pastors who gathered 

for the PK Pastors Work-

shop.  In his brief remarks, 

he shared that if we could 

get church groups to volun-

teer one day per year to 

work on a cleanup / repair 

project in their community 

the church could make a 

huge impact on their com-

munity for the sake of the 

Kingdom.  If your church 

would be willing to join this 

effort please let us know. 

and on Friday, 1/23, they 

set up at Nicholas County 

High School in Summers-

ville.  Friday’s show started 

a little later than originally 

planned since the basketball 

team rescheduled a ball 

game for that evening.  Be-

tween the two shows 600 

students attended, almost 

300 purchased rings, to 

show their decision to re-

main abstinent, and 67 

made decisions to make 

Christ Lord and Savior of 

their lives. 

On cold winter nights in 

January the Silver Ring 

Thing Team visited Beckley 

and Summerville.  BIWV 

worked through the Fellow-

ship of Christian Athletes in 

Southern WV who made 

these shows possible.  Mike 

White, FCA’s Area Director, 

knows the importance of 

challenging his students 

with message of abstinence.  

This year he chose the SRT 

Team to deliver this mes-

sage.  On Wednesday, 1/21, 

the team set up in the First 

Baptist Church in Beckley 

Executive Director, John 

deBlecourt, traveled to both 

locations and worked as a 

volunteer registering stu-

dents, visited with the SRT 

Team, and on Friday help-

ing to pack up the truck.   

When the team finished 

their show, around 11 PM, 

in Summersville they 

loaded their truck and 

trailer and boarded their 

bus for the trip back to 

Pittsburgh.  On Saturday 

they would load up and em-

bark on a 43 city tour start-

ing on Sunday.    

Promise Keepers Wrap Up 

Habitat House worked 

on during the  

PK Day of Action.   

Page 4 BiWV Good News 

Seni, one of the SRT 

Team who after attend-

ing an SRT show near 

her home, in Miami,  

decided to travel with 

the Team for a year 

sharing her story of   

second chances and    

the love of Christ. 

BiWV Board Member 
Sam Sommerville helps 

PK attendees learn 
about BiWV 

SRT Comes to Beckley / Summersville 
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The Storehouse is three and 

one half years old now and 

in 2008 we had our busiest 

year ever.  During the year 

188 groups made 734 (615 

general product and 119 

building material) pick-ups.  

Some groups came almost 

every month and others 

only came once, depending 

on their need and prox-

imity.   Groups came from 

as far away as 

Wheeling and as 

close as the East End 

Family Resource  

Center, which is 

around the corner 

on Roosevelt Ave-

nue. 

We are willing to 

work with any 501 

(c) (3) non-profit 

organizations or 

churches that serve 

West Virginia citi-

zens.  Of the 353 

organizations that 

have come to the 

Storehouse since we 

started there is an 

even split between 

church/church re-

lated groups and 

non-profit organiza-

tions.   The types of 

groups we serve vary 

widely, and include: food 

pantries, daycares, foster 

children programs, 

churches, groups working 

with the homeless, mentally 

ill, battered women’s cen-

ters, and other city, county 

and state wide non-profit 

groups.  Our goal is to pro-

vide help through these 

groups to the ill, the needy, 

and infants. 

We are always looking for 

new organizations with 

whom we can share what 

we receive, and we are also 

looking for additional prod-

uct donors.  If you know of 

organizations in either cate-

gory please pass on our con-

tact information or let the 

Director know, so that he 

can contact them.  By work-

ing together we can reach 

more people in need. 

We had a number of inter-

esting things happen during 

2008.  First, we moved to 

our new facility, which is 

closer for most of our re-

cipients but we must also 

pay rent.  Second, we began 

working with a new donor 

who provided the bulk of 

the items we gave away this 

past year.  There are more 

products available than we 

have taken because al-

though the product is free 

we must cover the freight 

cost. Third, we had some 

consistent volunteer help 

which made the distribution 

process more efficient, and 

we were able 

to help these 

young people 

learn some 

new skills.  

Finally, be-

cause we 

need to pay 

for utilities 

(although 

water and 

electric are 

currently 

being do-

nated) we 

have chosen 

not to turn 

on the gas, 

which means 

no heat, and 

in January 

the water 

pipe burst 

because of 

the cold, so 

now we have 

no heat or water.  We plan 

on repairing the water pipes 

with the help of a partner 

organization once it warms 

up.  We have many plans 

for 2009 and we would in-

vite you to come and visit if 

you would like to know 

more about what we are 

doing. 

Storehouse West Virginia 

Organizations providing  
In-Kind Help to  
Storehouse WV: 

Kyle Furniture 

Vision Appalachia 

Christian Appalachian 
Project 

Human Resource 
Development Foundation 

Jefferds Corporation 

Aaron’s Products 

Thanks!  

Storehouse WV 

1313 Hansford St. 

Charleston 

Volunteer Stephen 

Hurley, helped daily 

at the Storehouse 

until he obtained his 

GED. Congratula-

tions Stephen!  

He came to us 

through HRDF.  

During 2008 these are some of the 
items we have given away: 

Personal Care Items 

Deodorant over 26,500 cans or sticks 

Body Wash over 13,500 bottles  

Shampoo over 10,700 bottles 

Conditioner 0ver 18,000 bottles 

Food Items 

Gum – over 14, 700 packages 

Drinks – over 12,000 bottles and cans 

Vegetable Oil – over 100 Gallons 

Hidden Valley Dressing – over 6,600 con-
tainers 

Snacks (Popcorn/Doritos) – over 7,000 
bags 

Lifesaver Gummies Candy – over 62,000 
bags 

MRE / a-Pack Meals – over 2,000 

Building Materials 

Ceramic floor tile – over 8,200 square feet  

Windows – over 200 (new truck arrived at 
the end of December) 

Door Skins – over 1,000  

12’ Kitchen counter tops – almost 100 

Pedestal Sinks – over 75 



of Action” which had over 

30 volunteers working on 

seven projects, we are plan-

ning for this year’s  

ñWV Day of Actionò. 

The major focus of the day 

will be to: fix up, paint up, 

or clean up homes in your 

communities.  Our hope is 

that we can recruit mem-

bers of every church in WV 

to participate in some way.  

If your congregation is 

mostly senior saints who 

are not able to pick up a 

hammer, then we hope you 

will plan to visit a shut-in or 

prepare a meal for a group 

from another church that is 

out fixing up a neighbor’s 

Storehouse WV is inviting 

church groups, and other 

friends, to come together 

to  

“Share Tangible 

Hope”  

with their neighbors and 

communities on  

Saturday,  

April 25, 2009. 

There has always been 

plenty of need in West 

Virginia, but in these 

tough economic times that 

need is being multiplied.  

Following up on the suc-

cess of the 2008 “PK Day 

home.  Maybe you can help a 

ministry or church fix up 

their property or help them 

move.  The possibilities are 

limitless, but we can all dem-

onstrate God’s love to a 

nearby community by reach-

ing out a helping hand. 

If you have always wanted to 

go on a Mission Trip but you 

haven’t made it yet, or if you 

go out of state every year, you 

can think of this as a  

Backyard Mission Project.  

No Passport Required! 

You can find out more by 

visiting our website and 

clicking on the link for the 

WV Day of Action, or you can 

email wvdayofac-

tion@believeinwv.org.  

WV Day of Action 

Workers evaluating a 
ceiling replacement 

job during the  
2008 PK Day of Action 

———- 

Siding a House 

P.O. Box 8622, South Charleston, WV 25303 

Phone: (304) 552-7601 

E-mail: john@believeinwv.org 

The Future of Mountain State 

Prosperity 

WE’RE ON THE WEB  

WWW.BELIEVEINWV.ORG 

Believe In West Virginia 

Formed in 2002 as a faith-based non-profit group Believe in West Virginia’s focus is to create 
economic opportunities by transforming the business culture of WV.  This is our long-range ob-
jective which we are always pursuing while at the same time addressing the immediate needs of 

the people of our state.  One of the opportunities we have been given to serve those needs is 
through Storehouse West Virginia.  In addition we are working across West Virginia to net-
work those who have a special concern for our younger generations.  We have come to call this 
the West Virginia Youth Encouragers Network.  Through this network we have been instru-

mental in promoting the Silver Ring Thing - a sexual abstinence program directed toward teens.  
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