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President’s Letter by C. Edward Gaunch

It has been some time since
we have reported to you
regarding the activities of
Believe In West Virginia.
Everyone is busy, but there
is no good excuse for not
providing you with regular
updates for the various
ministries. God is blessing
us as we continue to do his
bidding. The articles con-
tained in this newsletter will
give you the latest informa-
tion. Please read through
the entire publication and
allow God to speak to you
about how you might sup-
port our endeavors.

Storehouse WV continues
as our most visible ministry.

Hundreds of churches and
other charitable organiza-
tions representing thou-
sands of individuals are
being blessed as we distrib-
ute millions of dollars of
product. The Storehouse
could benefit greatly from
more space, which would
allow us to handle more
merchandise and therefore
more people. Ten thousand
square feet of free or afford-
able space would be perfect.
Perhaps someone reading
this may be able to help.
John deBlecourt, our Ex-
ecutive Director, continues
to do a marvelous job of
managing the Storehouse,
which you can read more

NIP Tax Credits

Once again this year we are
pleased to announce that
we are the recipients of
state tax credits that are
available to those who gra-
ciously help us carry out the
work of the Storehouse. As
a West Virginian you proba-
bly know that there are very
few ways to reduce your
state tax debt, but this pro-
gram can help.

According to their brochure,
“The Neighborhood Invest-

ment Program (NIP) was
established ... to increase
charitable giving to local
non-profit
The program allows 501(c)3
designated charitable or-
ganizations to apply for tax
credit vouchers. These or-
ganizations then distribute
the vouchers to businesses
and individuals who con-
tribute to the organization.
... Donors may use the cred-
its to reduce liability for
their West Virginia taxes.

organizations.

article on page five.

Our newest ministry, The
Joseph Project, is beginning
to get some good traction.
The Joseph Project is a
marketplace ministry which
was conceived to help us
refocus on Jesus by organiz-
ing and providing the cata-
lyst for a community of
Christians to stand strong
for Christ in all areas of the
marketplace. We have now
expanded the steering com-
mittee for this ministry to
include about 15 individu-
als. The potential for this

(Continued on page 2)

The details are pretty simple.
Donors can receive a credit
equal to half of their dona-
tion, with a minimum contri-
bution of $500.00, as long as
credits remain.

If you would like to help us as
we work to help our
neighbors please complete
the included donation slip
and send it to our P.O. Box.
If you have questions or
would like to make a gift at a
later time, please contact the
Executive Director to discuss
reserving credits.



Page 2

Group travels to
Appalachian Teen
Challenge

Board of Directors
C. Edward Gaunch
President

Rev. Jack Henry
Vice President and Founder

Sam Sommerville
Secretary / Treasurer

Joey Holland
Rev. Jack Maxwell
Rev. Ron Thaxton

Scott Barnette

Gen. Joseph Skaff

Greg Thomas

During the Legislative
session BiWYV provides
email updates about
items of interest to
Christians. If you
would like to receive
these updates, please
provide us with your
email address.

Teen Challenge

Trip

On June 30 we took a
group of 16 to visit the
Appalachian Teen Chal-
lenge (ATC) campus.
We made a similar trip
in 2007, but on this trip
we were able to see the
girl’s facility , which is
open and helping young
ladies gain freedom from
addictions. ATC is located
in southern WV just outside
of Athens. Although their
name may be misleading,
their focus is on individuals
between 18 and about 40.

ATC is a training center,
which as they describe it is
“one of the best Christian
discipleship training pro-
grams available for persons
experiencing life controlling
problems.”
backed up by university
research, which shows that
85% of those who complete
the entire program will re-
main drug and alcohol free
after seven years. This
number is dramatically
higher than other programs,

This claim is

President’s Letter (Continued)

(Continued from page 1)

group is very exciting.
Please read the article on
page four for more informa-
tion.

It seems that I always end
these letters with some sort
of plea for financial help.
This letter is no different. I
am very pleased to report

Good news from the believers who Believe in West Virginia

which are doing well to run
at 10% after one year.

During our visit we were
able to meet with some of
the staff, tour the facilities,
and talk with some of the
program participants. The
testimonies that we hear are
always the highlight of the
trip. One of the students
who shared her story with
us was Crystin, who, after a
car accident, had been clini-
cally dead for fourteen min-
utes. After her body recov-
ered, she went a dramatic
personality change, which
led her to a different group
of “friends”, alcohol and
drug use, an abusive rela-
tionship and a pregnancy.
After hitting bottom and
trying to find a way out she
came to Teen Challenge.

As she shared her story
with us she told us that she
had received help in work-
ing through the issues that
had caused her to turn to
addictive substances, and
she was very motivated to

that we have once again
been granted state of West
Virginia Tax Credits
through the Neighborhood
Investment Program (NIP).
One half of your contribu-
tion to BIWV can be de-
ducted as a credit to the
amount of state taxes you
owe subject to the rules of
the program. This is a won-

remain clean so that she
might be able to get her
daughter back. Her joy and
determination were evident.

On this trip we were
joined by the Kanawha
County Prosecutor, Mark
Plants, several of his staff,
two ladies from the Ka-
nawha Circuit Drug Court,
several pastors and ministry
leaders, as well as a number
of the Believe Board mem-
bers. Part of our goal for
this trip was to help further
examine the concept of us-
ing a program like ATC,
especially because of their
high success rate, as an al-
ternative sentence for some
substance abuse offenders.
This one year program is
quite challenging, so not
everyone completes the
program, but the ones that
do are changed and are able
to lead productive lives, and
most importantly they have
been introduced to Jesus
Christ. We are grateful for
those who joined us on our
trip. If you would like more
information on ATC please
contact the Executive Direc-
tor.

derful opportunity to help
and be helped at the same
time. Learn more about the
program on the front page.

We will do our best to com-
municate more often in the
future. In the meantime,
continue to remember us in
your prayers and feel free to
contact me personally if you
have questions or com-
ments.
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Executive Director’s Letter

I recently read a scripture
that provides encourage-
ment and the basis for our
activities at Believe in West
Virginia. Galatians 6: 9-10
says, “And let us not be
weary in well doing: for in
due season we shall reap, if
we faint not. As we have
therefore opportunity, let us
do good unto all men, espe-
cially unto them who are of
the household of
faith.” (KJV)

During this past year I have
been involved in numerous
activities to carry out our
Mission of being a “Christ
centered catalyst”, but at
times we can all use encour-
agement. Many of you are
involved in the activities of
your church and communi-
ties, so I offer this scripture
to you as well.

As you read through the
articles in this newsletter
you will see many of the
larger projects with which
Believe has been involved.
Allow me to take a moment
and mention a few others.
When we started the Store-
house in 2005 there was
only one other similar pro-
gram in the state. Today,
there are about ten. One of
our goals has been to bring
them all together to see if
there are ways we could
more effectively serve the
people of West Virginia. In
March we took the first step
toward this goal by inviting
all of these programs to
meet together. Representa-

tives from five of these
groups and several other
organizations met at the
Mountaineer Food Bank, in
Gassaway. Together, we are
working to bring help to all
of West Virginia.

We are always looking for
ways to unite believers from
different congregational
affiliations and to encour-
age Christians to live out
their faith through their
vocations. During this past
year we have been involved
in a number of projects pro-
moting these goals. During
each Legislative Session we
work to inform church lead-
ers about what is going on
in state government to en-
courage the Church to find
its voice. In May we invited
local leaders to join us for
the Get Motivated Seminar
that took place at the
Charleston Civic
We have also been working
with Charleston’s City Im-
pact Roundtable and Focus
on the Family to bring to-
gether church leaders in the
greater
Plus, you can read about
how we are working with
area business leaders in
another article on The Jo-
seph Project on page four.

Center.

Charleston area.

In order to communicate
more effectively, we are in
the process of upgrading
our website, changing our
email communications, and
setting up new ways for
contributors to help Believe
in West Virginia. If you
posses web skills and would

be willing to help us, please
let me know. In an exciting

note, we will be able to start
accepting donations online
in the near future. You can
also support Believe by go-
i n g t o
www.GoodSearch.com and
selecting Believe in West
Virginia to be your non-
profit of choice, and they
will help us every time you
search the web.

As a small organization we
are dependent on help from
many others. We are so
thankful for all the volun-
teer hours that have been
donated and the funds
given. As many of you
know, it costs money to give
things away and to help
others. During the past few
months we have received
donations from a number of
businesses, individuals, non
-profit organizations, and
churches, which enables us
to keep doing what we feel
God has called us to do.
The credits we have re-
ceived through the NIP pro-
gram are a great incentive
to encourage others to help.
We are also thankful for the
Charleston Gazette article
(available at
www.believeinwv.org)
about the Storehouse and
the opportunity we had to
be on local talk radio.
Awareness of our programs
continues to expand and we
always appreciate an oppor-
tunity to tell others about
our efforts. If your church
or organization would like
to host us for an informa-
tive presentation about the
work of Believe, please let
me know.

Executive Director
John deBlecourt

BiWV Mission Statement

“Believe in West Virginia
Leadership Foundation
is a Christ centered
catalyst helping to
transform the economic
political, social and
spiritual environment of
West Virginia, thereby
communicating hope
and a brighter future for
all.”

GoodSearch

Support Believe in West
Virginia whenever you
search the internet.
Just go to
www.goodsearch.com,
enter Believe in West Vir-
ginia as the charity you
are supporting and then
proceed to search the
web! That's all there is to
it, and each time you use
the GoodSearch search
engine, Believe in West
Virginia will benefit and in
turn be able to help other
charities in need.



http://www.GoodSearch.com
http://www.believeinwv.org
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102715532373&s=18169&e=001LKr5Cnk5NPDMDYTa7ppUI9laGamurwSI9AI917d6QpwdcfOSy2xh5KmKFVhHnYK5-DHvL-xydBQdiaXjfWFjT6T8w52Y0QUqAtqi1EdHgU01KE_wD0PcRw==
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102715532373&s=18169&e=001LKr5Cnk5NPDMDYTa7ppUI9laGamurwSI9AI917d6QpwdcfOSy2xh5KmKFVhHnYK5-DHvL-xydBQdiaXjfWFjT6T8w52Y0QUqAtqi1EdHgU01KE_wD0PcRw==
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munity of Christians to stand
strong for Christ in the

The Joseph Project

Church attendance contin-
ues to decrease and the av-
erage age of those who are
attending is increasing.
There is an old adage that
says 20% of the people in a
church do 80% of the work.
Whether or not this adage
was ever true, and it might
be too generous today, for
many their faith does not

t N 2 gapgfer poy thein. qygnday n
place ministry conceived to refo+
cus on Jesuashy organizing, and
providing the catalyst for a com-

life. Many of that 80% live
with the mindset that they
are “putting in their time”
on Sunday morning, but

YI NJ S LI I OS @gnever consider how their

Gateway Helpers

Gateway volunteers
inventory recent
donation.

faith should impact their
vocations, relation-
ships, or fi-
nances.

T h e
good
news is

According to
the Bible, God has
not only created us to do
good works, but He has a
plan for where He wants us
to do those works. (Eph.
2:10) We are so very thank-
ful to all of those who have
labored with us.

This summer we had a new
experience and some much
appreciated help. Gateway
Church in St. Albans
hosted a group of students
and their leaders for a week
of work this summer. Much
of the group was from
Eastside Christian
Church, in Indiana, while
the rest came from Bar-
boursville and surrounding

Good news from the believers who Believe in West Virginia

that there are believers who
are working to apply their
faith in Christ to all areas of
their life.  Unfortunately,
not every Christian has
made that leap, and it is for
these and the new believers
that Believe created The
Joseph Project (JP), a
“marketplace ministry”. We
are confident that both of
these groups can be encour-
aged and motivated by in-
teracting with those who are
living out their faith. Part
of marketplace ministry is
bringing together Christians
to demonstrate and discuss
the application of their
faith.

There should be a difference
between the way Christians

think and act, and the way
the world operates, other-
wise Paul would not have
told us “you must no longer
live as the Gentiles do, in
the futility of their think-
ing.” (Eph. 4:17)

We have just expanded the
JP steering committee and
are planning on convening a
meeting where experienced
believers will be able to
share how their faith im-
pacts the way they work.
We are focusing on four
vocational areas: business,
government, education, and
the arts.

If you would like to keep up
with the news on The Jo-
seph Project please be sure
that we have your email
address.

Volunteers Help

areas. Over twenty volun-
teers spent a day cleaning
shelves, moving and dis-
playing product, creating
packages of VBS Leaders
guides for distribution,
sweeping, and preparing
cardboard for recycling.
While they were at the
Storehouse, they were able
to meet several of the
groups picking up product
and learn how those groups
were making a difference.
The following day a smaller
group returned to help
unload a new tractor trailer
load of items for us to dis-
tribute. We greatly appreci-
ated their help and enthusi-
asm.

If you have some free time
and would like to help make
a difference in the lives of
those in need from around
the state please contact us.
We are looking for a person
to work on Tuesday and/or
Thursday to help with dis-
tributions. Additionally, we
always need help unloading
trucks, cataloging
tory, performing data entry,
database design, and web-
site maintenance.
would like to help us with
marketing, fundraising, or
promotions your help
would also be appreciated.
In other words, if you have
some available time, and a
desire to help, please tell
the Executive Director.

inven-

If you
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Tangible Hope Update

Storehouse West Virginia v,
a gifts-in-kind warehouse
that provides free product to
non-profit organizations and
churches continues to grow
and help new programs.
Located on Charleston’s east
end the Storehouse has pro-
vided product to over 400
groups that serve West Vir-
ginians in need from around
the state. Since we do not
advertise, word of mouth is
the main way that others
learn about what we are do-
ing. In April we were fea-
tured in a story in the
Charleston Gazette (the arti-
cle is posted on our website).

Newspaper picture by Chip Ellis

The author, Sara Busse, did
a wonderful job in commu-
nicating what we are trying
to accomplish. As a result of
her article we have had an
influx of new non-profits
come and pickup items.

Our list of recipients is made
up of the following: 155
churches, 28 child care pro-
grams, 20 food pantries, 9
homeless programs, 12
home rebuilding programs,
mental health organizations,
groups working with the
physically disabled, and
many others. For each
group that comes in there

are different stories of how
they will use the items they
receive from the Store-
house. Some groups are
excited when we bring in
new or different building
materials. Fortunately
these groups have had a lot
to be excited about, because
we have had a much larger
and broader list of materials
to give away. Several
groups that work with the
physically disabled came in
and picked up bathroom
grab bars, kitchen sinks,
lavatory sinks, a shower
enclosure, and other items.
An executive from one of
the statewide organi-
zations told us that
she was picking up a
; shower enclosure for
a lady who would
otherwise have to
wait about two years
before she could have
had an
Our hope is that the organi-
zations that come to the
identify
those in their communities
who are in need of the items
we have available. As new
items come in we post these
items to our website,
www.believeinwv.org.

enclosure.

Storehouse  will

Beyond building materials
many groups pickup what
we call our GiK (Gifts-in-
Kind) products, which in-
clude personal care items,
food, clothing, craft items,
and a wide variety of other
things. This summer we
received Vacation Bible
School leader’s guides and
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Sharing Tangible Hope

prizes. Over 100 churches
and other groups picked up
these guides, so that they
might help children have
fun while learning about
Jesus. Most of these groups
also picked up the flavored
water, soft drinks, trash
bags and food service items
that we had received. All of
the things picked up will
help to stretch the budget of
the groups and allow them
to help more people in their
communities.

We received a thank you
letter from one of our re-
cipient organizations that
says i é wi t h
cetved from Believe in West
Virginia, we have been able
to give care packages to
single parents in Beckley
WYV, college students at
WVU, make home repairs
for the elderly in Kanawha
and Raleigh counties, and
give school clothes to teen-
agers and children here in
Char | e Obviously this
group is working to meet a
variety of needs and Store-
house WV is glad to be a
part of their efforts.

Sample Items Available

donalt

Storehouse WV
1313 Hansford St.
Charleston

Organizations providing
In-Kind Support to Believe:

*>

Kyle Furniture

Great Kanawha Resource
Conservation &
Development

4 Christian Appalachian
Project

+ Human Resource
Development Foundation

Jetferds Corporation
Aaron’s Products
+ Blackwell and Co.

-

Thanks to all!
Financial Contributors:
4+ Mr./Mrs. Carl Clendenin
+ M/M C. Edward Gaunch

+ First Baptist - McConnell
- Men’s Fellowship

Mr./Mrs. Harry Kunze
Gen./Mrs. Joseph Skaff

Nebo Baptist Women’s
Circle

Jasper Engines & Trans.
Mr./Mrs. Greg Gordon
Mr./Mrs. Allan McVey
Mrs. Louise Workman
M/M Walter Lockhart
Welding, Inc.

* * S S+ + + >

Mountain State
Insurance Agency

4+ Charleston PK 2008
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WV YEN

Almost since its inception,
Believe has been involved
in helping teenagers un-
derstand the benefits of
abstinence. Years ago, a
bus trip was arranged to
take a group of pastors,
business people, and teens
to Pittsburgh to see a
show called the Silver
Ring Thing [SRT]. Since
that time we have hosted
or attended twelve events
around West Virginia.

Each year with fall, comes
not only the start of a new
school year, but also a new
tour year for the SRT
Team. During this past

summer, the veterans
worked with new team
members to learn how to
share their personal stories
and to develop a new pres-
entation. This year’s tour is
entitled,

iTour i apps for life

which capitalizes on the
new iPhone application
craze.

A 2009 CDC report tells us
that more babies were born
to unwed women in Amer-
ica than has ever before
been reported. The CDC
also reports that the num-
bers of new cases of sexu-
ally transmitted diseases
are going up. This is espe-

cially affecting women and
minorities. Almost half of
the new cases that were re-
ported were in those 15 to 24
years old. There can be no
argument that the only way
to ensure that our young peo-
ple do not end up being one
of these statistics is for them
to be sexually inactive until
marriage. Yet the President’s
Fiscal Year 2010 budget
would eliminate all absti-
education funding.
Regardless of what the gov-
ernment does, the Church
must rise up and
make sure that
our teens and
pre-teens
know the
truth.

nence

In West Virginia

+ 12 Events
+ 4,800 Attendees
+ 2,521 Rings worn

+ 446 Decisions for Christ

If you would like to help us bring the
Silver Ring Thing team to your com-
munity please let us know, and
please consider helping finance this
vital effort for the physical, emo-
tional, and spiritual well-being of our
young people.

Formed in 2002 as a faith-based non-profit group Believe in West Virginia’s focus is to create economic op-
portunities by transforming the business culture of WV. This is our long-range objective which we are always
pursuing while at the same time addressing the immediate needs of the people of our state. We currently have
four programs through which we reach out to West Virginians. The first is through Storehouse West Virginia,
a Gifts-in-Kind warehouse. The second is called the West Virginia Youth Encouragers Network working to

network those who have a special concern for our younger generations.

Through this network we have been

promoting the Silver Ring Thing - a sexual abstinence program directed toward teens. Thirdly, we are updating

interested citizens about what is being discussed during the WV Legislative session, with our Legislative Up-
dates. Our newest program is known as The Joseph Project, a group designed to bring Christian Business

people together.

Believe In West Virginia

P.O. Box 8622, South Charleston, WV 25303

Phone: (304) 552-7601

E-mail: john@believeinwv.org

The Future of Mountain State
Prosperity
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